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Paradise Found

VANITY FAIR

BY ELAINE SHI

A New Destination: The White
lL.otus Resort in Thailand

44

reator Mike White continues his
exploration of luxury and moral am-

biguity by situating the latest itera-
tion of the White Lotus resort in Thailand.
The season was filmed across various Thai
locales, including Bangkok, Chiang Mai,
and the idyllic islands of Phuket and Koh

Samui. This setting offers a vibrant tapestry

of bustling cityscapes, tranquil beaches,
and lush jungles, providing a rich backdrop
for the unfolding drama.

“Thailand’s diverse environments and deep

cultural heritage present the perfect setting

for our characters to confront their desires
and delusions,” says White. “The contrast
between the country’s serene beauty and
the tumultuous inner lives of our guests
creates a compelling dynamic.”

The show’s trademark juxtaposition of
paradise and dysfunction is turned up a
notch in this tropical setting. According to
White, the script was influenced by Eastern
spiritual traditions and the search for tran-
scendence, but viewed through a Western
lens—often flawed, sometimes satirical.

I wanted to explore what
happens when people come
to a place looking for an-
swers, but bring all their

baggage— literal and emo-

tional — with them.
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Spotlight on the Cast

This season welcomes a dynamic cast of
characters with tangled relationships, exis-
tential dilemmas, and plenty of drama:

Parker Posey plays Victoria Ratliff, the
sharply observant matriarch of a wealthy
American family, grappling with both cul-
tural dislocation and family tensions.

Jason Isaacs stars as Timothy Ratliff,
Victoria’s husband and a high-powered
businessman who appears to have it all—un-
til cracks start to form.

Patrick Schwarzenegger plays Saxon Rat-
liff, their self-assured eldest son, adjusting
(or not) to the privileged expectations
placed upon him.

Leslie Bibb and Michelle Monaghan are
part of a trio of longtime friends reuniting
for a “girls’ trip” that veers into emotional
territory neither expected.

Walton Goggins brings his signature in-
tensity to Rick Hatchett, a man with a chip
on his shoulder and secrets in his suitcase.

Aimee Lou Wood plays Chelsea, Rick’s
much younger girlfriend, whose lightheart-
ed spirit may mask deeper conflicts.

Natasha Rothwell returns as Belinda, the
spa manager from Season 1 who’s back in
the White Lotus orbit—this time in Thai-
land—on a work exchange that may change
her trajectory once again.

“Belinda’s evolution has been so rewarding
to explore,” Rothwell says. “In Season 3,
she’s looking at what true self-care means—
not just for others, but for herself.”
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uilding upon the thematic explora-

tions of wealth, privilege, and mor-

al ambiguity in previous seasons,
the third installment delves into the realm
of spirituality and self-discovery.

Mike White elaborates, “This season
examines the intersection of materialism
and spirituality, and how the pursuit of
enlightenment can sometimes lead to
unexpected and dark places”

Parker Posey, portraying Victoria Rat-
liff, describes her character as “a woman
striving to keep her family together while
navigating the complexities of marriage
and motherhood” Jason Isaacs, who plays
Timothy, adds, “Timothy is a man at the
pinnacle of his career, yet he’s grappling
with personal demons that threaten to
unravel his world”

The characters’ personal quests often
collide with cultural misunderstandings,
environmental guilt, and the ever-present
tension between privilege and authentici-
ty. Whether it’s a botched yoga retreat, an
awkward encounter at a Buddhist temple,
or the slow unraveling of a marriage un-
der a cabana canopy, The White Lotus is
once again using location as metaphor.

Leslie Bibb, who plays one of the
globe-trotting friends seeking rejuvena-
tion, says the setting is far more than just
backdrop. “Thailand is almost a character
in the show. There’s so much beauty, but
also so much introspection and confron-

tation. Every moment of stillness
feels loaded.”

Cultural
Authenticity &

Collaboration

VANITY FAIR

r I \ he production team collaborated closely with
local Thai communities and the Tourism Au-
thority of Thailand to ensure an authentic por-

trayal of the country’s rich traditions and landscapes.

Janet Graham Borba, HBO’s executive vice-president of

production, states, “We are pleased to partner with the

Tourism Authority of Thailand to execute Mike’s cre-

ative vision and showcase all that the beautiful country

of Thailand has to offer.”

Thapanee Kiatphaibool, governor of the Tourism Au-
thority of Thailand, adds, “The White Lotus project
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will certainly strengthen the kingdom’s status as a
preferred filming destination and a beacon of experi-
ence-based tourism, inspiring even more visitors to
amazing Thailand.”

In addition to visual authenticity, White and his writing
team consulted with local cultural advisors to ensure
respectful storytelling. “There’s a fine line between
satire and insensitivity,” says White. “We wanted to
poke fun at Western spiritual tourism without mocking

Thai traditions. That balance was critical.”
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W ith its compelling blend
of biting satire, complex
characters, and stunning lo-
cales, The White Lotus Season
3 is poised to be a standout
addition to the series. Fans
can look forward to a narrative
that challenges perceptions
and delves into the intricacies
of human behavior against

the mesmerizing backdrop

of Thailand.

Critics who previewed the first
few episodes have already hint-

VANITY FAIR

-ed that Season 3 maybe the
most emotionally resonant
installment yet. The new cast’s
chemistry and the deeply per-
sonal themes of grief, identity,
and redemption offer some-
thing new—while retaining the
misanthropic fun that made
The White Lotus a breakout
success.

The White Lotus Season 3 is
scheduled to premiere Febru-
ary 16th on HBO and will be

available for streaming on Max.

Southern Accents &

Collegiate Rivalries

In an intriguing casting choice,
Parker Posey and Jason Isaacs portray
Victoria and Timothy Ratliff—a South-
ern power couple with roots deep in
Carolina clay. But fans of regional
authenticity may raise a few eyebrows:
both actors adopt soft North Caro-
lina accents for their roles, drawing
audible inspiration from the state’s
distinct Piedmont drawl.

Posey, a native of Laurel, Mississippi
who spent time in North Carolina
during her college years, nails the
clipped-yet-warm cadence of an
educated Chapel Hill native. Isaacs,
a Brit with a chameleon-like ear for
dialects, brings a subtle Southern lilt
to Timothy that some linguists might
label “Charlotte banker with some-
thing to hide.”

The couple’s fictional backstory in-
cludes a simmering Duke-UNC rival-
ry—she’s a Tar Heel, he’s Blue Devil
royalty. In one particularly memorable
scene (no spoilers), a veiled reference
to a Final Four heartbreak sets off

a marital spat that is both painfully
hilarious and very, very Southern.

“Getting the accent right was key to
grounding these characters,” [saacs
told Entertainment Weekly. “And
yes—I now understand just how seri-
ous college basketball is in that part
of the world.”

Posey agrees: “It’s not just about
vowels. It’s about pride, legacy,
and where your loyalties lie on
Tobacco Road.”

Whether you say “y’all” or “you
guys,” there’s no denying: The White
Lotus Season 3 is serving Southern
charm, international intrigue, and
another unforgettable vacation you’ll
never want to take—but won’t be able
to stop watching.
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